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a. Signed	  an	  accommodation	  agreement	  to	  remain	  on	  Hopi	  Partitioned	  Lands;	  or	  
b. Received	  a	  permit	  to	  graze	  livestock	  on	  lands	  outside	  the	  NPL.	  

6. Should	  new	  permits	  be	  issued	  for	  the	  NPL	  under	  25	  C.F.R.	  section	  161.401	  legally	  
recognized	  heirs	  of	  the	  permittees	  who	  appear	  on	  the	  list	  of	  permits	  cancelled	  on	  Oct.	  14,	  
1973,	  will	  have	  first	  priority.	  

In	  the	  legislation,	  the	  recommended	  individuals	  for	  grazing	  permits	  are	  listed	  within	  four	  
categories,	  “Eligible	  and	  living,”	  “Eligible	  through	  heirship,”	  “Verification	  Application,”	  and	  “Not	  
eligible.”	  The	  BIA	  has	  set	  a	  deadline	  of	  Nov.	  23,	  2018	  for	  the	  Navajo	  Nation	  to	  submit	  the	  
recommendation	  list	  for	  review.	  	  

NPL	  Joint	  District	  Grazing	  Committee	  secretary	  Francis	  Lester	  stated	  that	  the	  grazing	  committee	  
has	  worked	  diligently	  with	  the	  BIA	  and	  the	  Navajo	  Nation	  Department	  of	  Agriculture	  to	  identify	  
the	  individuals	  and	  utilize	  the	  eligibility	  requirements.	  

In	  support	  of	  the	  reissuance	  of	  grazing	  permits	  on	  the	  NPL,	  RDC	  chair	  Council	  Delegate	  Alton	  Joe	  
Shepherd	  (Jeddito,	  Cornfields,	  Ganado,	  Kin	  Dah	  Lichíí,	  Steamboat)	  stated	  that	  the	  committee	  has	  
worked	  hard	  on	  this	  issue	  for	  the	  last	  four	  years	  and	  commended	  the	  NPL	  grazing	  committee	  for	  
completing	  the	  task.	  	  

“It	  is	  time	  to	  issue	  the	  grazing	  permits	  to	  the	  people	  on	  the	  NPL.	  The	  people	  have	  waited	  since	  the	  
1970’s	  to	  receive	  back	  their	  grazing	  rights.	  Many	  of	  the	  permittees	  did	  not	  live	  long	  enough	  to	  see	  
their	  grazing	  permits	  again,	  however,	  their	  decedents	  will	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  exercise	  their	  
grazing	  rights	  that	  were	  taken	  away	  from	  them	  in	  the	  1970s’,”	  said	  Delegate	  Shepherd.	  	  

The	  Resources	  and	  Development	  Committee	  approved	  Legislation	  No.	  0365-‐18	  with	  a	  5-‐0	  vote	  
with	  four	  amendments	  and	  a	  directive	  for	  the	  Bureau	  of	  Indian	  Affairs	  to	  correspond	  with	  the	  
committee	  regarding	  the	  process	  on	  the	  recommended	  list	  within	  30	  days.	  The	  committee	  serves	  
as	  the	  final	  authority	  for	  the	  bill.	  	  
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For	  news	  on	  the	  latest	  legislative	  branch	  activities,	  please	  visit	  www.navajonationcouncil.org	  or	  
find	  us	  on	  Facebook	  and	  Twitter,	  keywords:	  Navajo	  Nation	  Council	  
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